
Please join us for our first PTA 

family event on September 14th at 

6:30p.m. We are kicking off a 

Anti-Bully program with Omega- 

Man. Omega-Man brings excite-

ment and enthusiasm along with 

strong, practical and fun-filled 

messages about character, moti-

vation, inspiration, and hope. 

 
Please join me in helping to build 

a strong foundation for our chil-

dren. 

 I look forward to meeting you 

and working with all of you 

throughout the year.  

 

Please feel free to contact me at 

any time at hlepta@gmail.com.  

 

Sincerely,  
Karen Ferrari, 

President 

Hello Highland Lakes Families, 

 

I would like to welcome you to 

another new and exciting year.   

Our PTA board has a great year 

planned with fantastic programs 

and activities. 

 

The PTA benefits everyone!  We 

focus on what students need in 
order to be successful in learning, 

including proper nutrition, safety 

and healthy environments. We 

support education through active 

participation and advocacy. 

Check out our website at 

www.hlepta.com to learn more 

about us. 

 

Become a PTA member for only 

$5. Itõs the best way to be a strong 

voice for every child. Anyone can 

join including Moms, Dads, Grand-

parents and Teachers.  

 

We are not a fundraising organiza-

tion. We must raise money each 

year to provide our school with 

great programs, activities, educa-

tional supplies and new technology 

for our classrooms and media cen-

ter throughout the year. I encour-

age you to participate in the Fall 

Fundraiser starting on September 

3rd. 

 

There are so many ways you can 
volunteer and be involved in our 

programs and 

events. When you get involved in 

PTA, the child who benefits the 

most is your own. You are taking a 

major step toward improving your 

childõs school and your community.  

Involved parents understand the 

challenges their schools face and 

become part of the solution.   

 

The children are our future.  We 

not only have the responsibility, 

but the great opportunity to pro-

vide a strong network of support 

to ensure that they are protected, 

educated, nurtured and encour-

aged throughout their journey.   

Letter from the PTA President ñKaren Ferrari  

Whatõs New With PTA 

Over the summer we have re-

vamped our website to offer you as 

much information to help you 

through the school year to include 

up-to-date information, a Google 

calendar of events, real time up-

dates once you subscribe, forms, 

flyers, membership information, and 

much more.  Please take a few min-

utes to look at our new site at 
www.hlepta.com and while you are 

there please subscribe to our email 

updates.  We are running a monthly 
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PTA Officers  

Ms. Kathleen Young, Principal 
Ms. Lisa Freeman, Assistant Principal  

Karen Ferrari, President 
Lisa Morett, VP Ways and Means 

Vacant, VP Programs 
Mary Wallace, VP Membership 
Jenifer Boswell, VP Communication 

Kettry Kauba, VP Safety and Advocacy 
Vacant, Treasurer 
Darlene Sadorf, Corresponding Secretary 

Melissa Miner, Recording Secretary 
Michelle Sikorski, Teacher Representative 
Jennifer Patterson, Teacher Representative 

Contact Information  

 
Highland Lakes Elementary School PTA 
1230 Highlands Blvd. 

Palm Harbor, FL 34684 
Phone (727) 724-1429 

Panther Pause  Publication  

The Panther Pause is An online publication 
produced by Highland Lakes Elementary 
PTA. It is designed to keep you informed 

on current events happening at Highland 

Lakes Elementary.  The Panther Pause is 
published monthly throughout the school 

year and the deadline for submission is the 
15th of each month prior to the publication 
date. Submissions should be emailed to the 

editor, Jenifer Boswell, at the following 
address hlepta@gmail.com. If you would 
like to submit a photo of your child please 
email a .jpeg to the editor. A Media Release 

form will be required for any pictures to be 

published. 
 

The Highland Lakes Elementary School PTA Newsletter 

PTA Mission  

To promote the welfare of children and 
youth in home, school, community, and 

place of worship. To raise the standards of 

home life. To secure adequate laws for the 

care and protection of children and youth. 
To bring in closer relation the home and 
the school, that parents and teachers may 

cooperate intelligently in the education of 
children and youth. To develop between 
educators and the general public such 

united efforts as will secure for all children 
and youth the highest advantage in physical, 

mental, social and spiritual education. 

Useful Links  

Pinellas County PTA www.pccpta.org 

Florida PTA www.floridapta.org 

National PTA www.pta.org 

All Pro Dad www.allprodad.com 

Pinellas Schools www.pinellas.k12.fl.us 
School Website www.highland-

es.pinellas.k12.fl.us/ 

PTA Chair Persons  
Mary Wallace, Ways and Means 
Karen Ferarri, Yearbook 
Jenifer Boswell, Newsletter 
Vacant, Fundraising 
Vacant, Safety 
Michelle Sikorski, Awards  
Vacant, Hospitality  
Michelle Sikorski, Reflections  
Jenifer Boswell, Website 
Jim Boswell, All Pro Dads 
Mary Cabaniss, iMOM 
Heather Milleman, Copy Team 

 

Become an Officer or a 

Chairperson  

If you are interested in join-
ing the PTA board we have 
open positions and welcome 
you to join. Please contact 
the PTA at 
hlepta@gmail.com. 
 

promotion for our subscribers.  

Each month we will randomly 

select a subscriber to win a free 

HLE T-Shirt, and if we reach 

our goal of 500 subscribers, we 

will randomly select one 

winner to receive a $20 

Publix gift certificate! Pro-

motion ends 12/17/2010.      

 
We hope you enjoy the site and 

if you would like additional in-

formation please feel free to 

contact us at hlepta@gmail.com 

or use the Contact Us page of 

our site! 

 

Important Links  
Calendar: http://www.hlepta.com/?

page_id=271   
New s:  h t tp : / /www. h lep ta . com /?

page_id=303 
  

Are you a subscriber?  

Highland Lakes Elementary  

 

mailto:hlepta@gmail.com
http://www.hlepta.com
mailto:hlepta@gmail.com?subject=President
http://www.hlepta.com/
http://www.pccpta.org
http://www.floridapta.org
http://www.pta.org
http://www.allprodad.com
http://www.pinellas.k12.fl.us
http://www.highland-es.pinellas.k12.fl.us/
http://www.highland-es.pinellas.k12.fl.us/
mailto:hlepta@gmail.com
mailto:hlepta@gmail.com
http://www.hlepta.com/?page_id=271
http://www.hlepta.com/?page_id=271
http://www.hlepta.com/?page_id=303
http://www.hlepta.com/?page_id=303


School Events  
8/23 Kindergarten Meet and Greet 

8/24 First Day of School  

8/30 Book Fair Preview 

8/31 Book Fair 

8/31 Open House K,1,2 6:30 PM 

PTA Events  
8/16 Staff Welcome Back Breakfast  

8/24 Boo Hoo Breakfast 

 

School Hours  
Students' School Hours:  8:35 AM ð 2:50 PM M, T, TH, F  

Students' School Hours:  8:35 AM ð 1:35 PM W  

School Office Hours: 8:00 AM ð 3:45 PM  

Breakfast Serving Time: 8:05 AM ð 8:35 PM 
 

http://www.hlepta.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/HLE-2010-2011-Calendar.pdf 

 

tering to volunteer now will 

eliminate last minute clearance 

problems before an event or 

field trip.  

 

Alex Cernkovic  

Family & Community Liaison  

cernkovica@pcsb.org  
(727) 724-1429  

 
You can also visit the 

www.hlepta.com website for 

the Volunteer Package and 

additional information! 

Volunteers Needed!  

 
Please remember to complete 

the Volunteer Registration 

form from the first day packet. 

It is very important that you 

complete the back of the 

form. To complete the regis-

tration you must send a photo-

copy of a driverõs license, state 

identification card or other 

picture ID. All Pinellas County 

School volunteers are screened 

before being allowed to partici-

pate in school activities. Regis-

SeptemberñYour Name Here 

OctoberñYour Name Here 

NovemberñYour Name Here 

DecemberñYour Name Here 

JanuaryñYour Name Here 

FebruaryñYour Name Here 

MarchñYour Name Here 

April ñYour Name Here 

MayñYour Name Here 

 
You have what it takes to be a 
shining star, so what are you wait-

ing for? 

 

Volunteer Today!  

Mark Your Calendar  

Volunteer Corner  

iMOM and All Pro Dads  
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Year Round Events  

SCHOOL SPIRIT DAY  

Every Friday is School Spirit Day. 

Students are encouraged to dress in 

school colors. HLE Panther gear 

can be purchased at the school 

store every Friday between 8:05 

AM and 8:30 AM. 

 

BOX TOPS  

Box Tops are due the last day of 

the month. If you need collection 

sheets, go to the Box Tops page on 

our website. There are various 

prizes for participants throughout 

the year to include a class pizza 

party! 

Early Release Wed 1:35 PM  

Wednesdayõs are early release days.  

Welcome 

Back! 

Welcome back to 
school teachers!  

Welcome Melissa! 
PTA is glad to have 

you on board!  

Panther Pride at its 

best! 

Avery products now 

contain Box Tops! 

Take a look around 

your home or work 

office and see how 

many Box Tops you 

can collect from 

Avery products. We 

will be happy to 

pick them up from 

your office!  

 

from 7:30-8:30 AM.  We 

will have a little breakfast, a 

little bonding, and a lot of 

fun! Itõs fun, and itõs free!  

Please register on our web-

site no later than October 

15th.   

Mark Your Calendar  

Mark your calendar for the 

next iMOM event! The next 

iMOM breakfast date will be 

Thursday, November 4th at 

Upcoming Events  

Welcome back iMOM! We 

are please to offer our first 

breakfast of the year on 

Thursday, September 23rd 

at 7:30 AM.  Please RSVP on 

our website no later than 

S e p t e m b e r  1 6 t h !  

 

Please join us for the first 

All Pro Dads Bagels and 

Bingo breakfast Friday, Oc-

tober 29th in the HLE Café 

7:30 AM in the HLE Café! 

 

Mark you calendar for our 

next All Pro Dads event 

Saturday, December 11th  

from 2:00ð4:00 at the 

Oldsmar Skating Academy 

for a fun-filled Snow Day! 

You must RSVP for this 

event. Information will be 

provided closer to the event!   

 

Volunteer Of The Month  

http://www.hlepta.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/HLE-2010-2011-Calendar.pdf
mailto:cernkovica@pcsb.org


The National PTA Reflec-

tions Program is an arts 

recognition and achieve-

ment program for students. 

The Reflections Program 

provides opportunities for 

students to express them-

selves creatively and to re-

ceive positive recognition 

for original works of art 

inspired by a pre-selected 

theme, while increasing 

community awareness on 

the importance of the arts 

in education. Participation 

and appreciation for the arts 

are the Reflections Pro-

gram's goals. Although the 

Reflections Program follows 

a "contest" format, winning 

should not be the emphasis. 

Participation in the Reflec-

tions Program is a great way 

for students to explore and 

learn about various art 

forms. Creating art is a valu-

able learning process that 

challenges students to use 

their critical thinking skills as 

well as their creative talents 

to create art that supports a 

specific theme.  This year 

the Reflections theme is 

òTogether We Canéó Stay 

tuned for more information 

regarding this program and 

how your children can get 

involved.  

 
For more information 

please visit our website at 

http://www.hlepta.com/?

p a g e _ i d = 4 4 3   

 

Projects Due 11/30/10  

Reflections  

From the Principal  

Recyclingð Help HLE Earn Money By Bringing In These Items:  

this website to let you know 

when to bring it in! 

Ink Jet Cartridges and Cell 

Phones Itõs good for our envi-

ronment and great for our 

school! Drop off your old cell 

phones (they donõt even have 

to work). Drop off your old 

empty ink jet cartridges. (no 

laser printer cartridges). There 

will be a box conveniently 

placed in the front office  for 

these items. HLE will get 

money for each item you drop 

off. Please do not include 

phone accessories (chargers, 

cases, or hands-free devices). 

We can earn UP TO $300 per 

phone and $5.00 per ink jet 

cartridge!  

 

For more information ð visit 

the  fo l low ing webs i te : 
òSchool Fundraiser ð Cell 

Phone Recycling and Ink Jet 

Cartridge Fundraiseró 

Paper Please bring in all of 

your old newspapers, any other 

type of paper, phone books, 

junk mail, and magazines and 

h e lp  HLE ea rn  add i -

tional money! The recycle bin 

is located in the back of the 

school!  

Aluminum Start collecting 

aluminum at home HLE! We 

will be collecting aluminum at 

school at least one day per 

month. Watch for flyers and 
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Our Principal,  
Ms. Kathleen Young!  

The 6 Arts Areas Are: 

1. Literature 

2. Musical Composition 

3. Photography 

4. Visual Arts 

5. Dance Choreography 

6. Film/Video Production  

your family. Your active sup-

port and cooperation, com-

bined with our best profes-

sional efforts, will ensure aca-

demic success for your child. 

 
I look forward to the coming 

year as an opportunity to con-

tinue to grow as a school com-

munity. Our Parent Teacher 

Association (PTA) and School 

Advisory Council (SAC) leader-

ship has been working diligently 

to plan programs and events to 

support our students and their 

families. The PTA, SAC and 

staff will continue to place em-

phasis on providing meaningful 

parent education opportunities 

to support you and your childõs 

success. I hope you make the 

commitment to work with us 

on behalf of our kids. Learning 

is a life-long commitment for all 

of us. 

 

Ms. Young 

Welcome Back Families  

 
Welcome to the 2010-2011 

school year! I am thrilled to 

welcome back our returning 

families who helped to make 

last year a wonderful success. 

Likewise, it is with great enthu-

siasm that I wish to extend a 

warm welcome to our new 

Highland Lakes families. We, at 

Highland Lakes Elementary 

School, are committed to mak-

ing this school year another 

positive experience for you and 

The PTA is looking for 

an Awards Committee 

this year.  If you are 

interested in helping 

the PTA with this 

program please contact 

Karen Ferrari. Last 

year, our school one 

the 2009-2010 

Newsletter award for 

our PTA Panther Pause 

Newsletter!  

 

http://www.hlepta.com/?page_id=443
http://www.hlepta.com/?page_id=443
http://www.ecophones.com/schools
http://www.ecophones.com/schools
http://www.ecophones.com/schools
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Earn Free Supplies for Your Childõs School! This unique cash-back program for 

schools can not only benefit your childõs school now, but help keep them in free 

supplies all year long. All you need to do is make a qualifying purchase at Office 

Depot and present your schoolõs 5% Back to Schools program ID ð and weõll 

take care of the rest. (Download a list of qualifying products.) How Does the Back to Schools Program Work? 

¶ Shop at Office Depot for all of your school supplies 

¶ Present your schoolõs 5% Back To Schools program ID number at checkout ñ whether you shop online, over the phone or at 

your neighborhood Office Depot store. 

¶ Office Depot will award your school 5% of the qualifying purchases* in merchandise credit that can be used towards FREE sup-

plies! 

 

Donõt know your schoolõs ID number or need one? Visit your local Office Depot store to find a listing of 5% Back to Schools pro-

gram ID numbers or to request one for your school. To make sure parents, teachers and school supporters know about this cash-

back for schools program, just print and distribute the 5% Back to Schools promotional flyer. It will contain all the information your 

supporters will need to help your school earn free supplies. 

 

Community Sponsors  

The Highland Lakes Elementary School PTA offers local businesses and organizations the opportunity to become a part of Highland 

Lakes Elementary School. Your membership automatically makes you a member of one of the largest and the oldest child advocacy 

groups in this Nation. Your membership gives you a strong voice locally, in the Florida legislature and in Washington D.C. By joining 

you are showing your support and lending your voice to help advocate on behalf of òeverychild .onevoiceò. Highland Lakes Elemen-

tary School PTA offers Community Membership for $25.00. This will include one PTA membership (made out to a specific person in 

your organization) and a copy of our award-winning PTA Panther Pause newsletter published monthly. Your business will also be 

mentioned in our award-winning PTA Panther Pause newsletter. Please consider joining us as a Highland Lakes Elementary School 

PTA Community Member this year. Our Community Memberships will be sold until December 31, 2010. To download an appli-

cation, please click the Community Membership Form and mail it to:  

Highland Lakes Elementary PTA, c/o VP Membership, 1230 Highland Blvd, Palm Harbor, FL 34684 

Community Membership  

Clip and Paste Box Tops to Help Earn Money For Our School Clip the General 

Mills Box Tops for Education labels. Ask family and friends to help by clipping Box Tops 

for you and by becoming a òBox Top Boosteró. Random drawings will be held through-

out the year for various goodies. The more you turn in, the more chances you have to 

win. At the end of the year, the class with the most Box Tops in each grade level will 

receive a special treat. Also, the class with the highest number of Box Tops overall will 

win a PIZZA PARTY! 

1. Download and print the collection sheet.  

2. Clip and paste the Box Tops. Special Note: It would be very helpful if you would 

clip the Box Tops on the red dotted line.  

3. Put your childõs name and grade on the back of each label or if using the collection 

sheet write it on the bottom of the sheet.  

4. Turn the labels in to your childõs teacher each Monday. 

Join the Box Tops for 

Education Booster Club 

and Support Our 

School!  Click this link to 

visit the Box Tops for Edu-

cation website and become 

a òBox Top Boosteró for 

Highland Lakes Elementary 

We could earn up to 

$60,000 for our school. 

You can also view a current 

list of products and if pur-

chased will help us earn 

additional money for our 

school. 

Box Tops for Education  

http://www.officedepot.com/speciallinks/us/od/docs/promo/bts1.pdf
http://www.officedepot.com/storelocator/input.do
http://www.officedepot.com/speciallinks/us/od/docs/promo/backtoschool/flyer.pdf
http://www.hlepta.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/Community-Membership-Form.pdf
http://it.pinellas.k12.fl.us/schools/highland-es/pta/files/8983C16B91D1452AAA30792C39E488B8.pdf
http://www.boxtops4education.com/
http://www.boxtops4education.com/


Respect: Treating yourself and others with courtesy and consideration.  

 

People show respect when they:  

1. Treat others as they want to be treated.  

 

2. Honor human dignity in all people.  

 

3. Say ñPleaseò, ñThank youò and ñI am sorry.ò  

 

4. Recycle and protect property.  

 

5. Play fair and follow rules.  

 

6. Take care of yourself and make healthy choices.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: http://www.pinellas.k12.fl.us/SDFS/files/72BDFD8267F34F898C829F14AC464BB1.pdf 

Commitment to Character ñRespect 
Character Calendar  

 

Aug / Respect 

Sept / Responsibility  

Oct / Cooperation 

Nov / Citizenship 

Dec / Kindness 

Jan / Self-Motivation 

Feb / Tolerance 

Mar /  Honesty 

April / Self-Control 

May / Caring 

June / Courage 

July/ Patriotism 

 

For more information, 

please visit the Character 

Education Website at 

http://

www.pinellas.k12.fl.us/

SDFS/character.html 

 

PTA raises during the Fall 

fundraiser the PTA will be 

supplying every classroom 

with one book each month 

f o r  t h ree  mon ths .  

These books are for the 

teachers to read to the 

class and each book per-

tains to character develop-

ment.  If you would like to 

Current PTA Projects  

Every year the PTA spon-

sors fundraisers to help 

raise money for programs, 

projects and events at High-

land Lakes Elementary 

School.  This year one of 

the PTA projects is called 

Commitment to Character!  

With part of the money the 

help distribute these books 

or help assist in collecting 

the books and sorting 

them prior to delivery, 

please contact the PTA at 

hlepta@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

What the PTA is Currently Doing for Every Child...  
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R L  F D E G S U K  H  

E I  S E L  U R O O T  

R Z  A  Y  C M  V  N C S 

A  L  P F Y  B O E Z  Q 

C O N L  C R T  T  T  I  

T  H  M  F E O B O R M  

W  F Z  R R A  G O E U 

D P R P L  D S G A  H  

H  E A  L  T  H  Y  E T  T  

P Y  A  C V  D G P M  C 

http://www.pinellas.k12.fl.us/SDFS/character.html
http://www.pinellas.k12.fl.us/SDFS/character.html
http://www.pinellas.k12.fl.us/SDFS/character.html
mailto:hlepta@gmail.com


location in Chicago to meet 

our growing needs for space. 

The building was sold, the pro-

ceeds were put into an account 

to build or purchase another 

property in the near future. 

Well, the near future never 

came. For a number of very 

reasonable issues the PTA lived 

in leased space until this year.  
This is a bold step for our As-

sociation and we now have an 

appreciable asset for our in-

vestment. Our new home will 

house not only all of our ad-

ministrative spaces, but it will 

also have training space that 

can handle over 200 people, 

video conferencing/training and 

radio production capabilities. 
In the near future, you will be 

hearing more about our move, 

Earlier this year National PTA 

purchased a new home in Alex-

andria, Virginia-effectively tak-

ing PTA home to the area 

where it was founded over 114 

years ago, Washington DC.  

When PTA was founded in 

1897 it was in Washington DC. 

From that point, our associa-

tion met and worked in the 
city. In the 1930õs, like many 

other national associations, 

PTA moved to the Chicago 

area because the prominent 

transportation of the day was 

by railway; Chicago being a 

national center. Not too long 

after that, PTA purchased 

property and settled in for 

many years in service. About 

15 years ago, PTA found itself 

in a position of needing a new 

a fall Open House as well as a 

Capital Campaign. Our thanks 

should go out to everyone who 

has given their support to mak-

ing this dream come true. No 

one person is responsible, your 

team is working to make sure 

our Association is on a strong 

footing for a long time to 

come.  In the meantime, hereõs 
a glimpse of what the building 

looks like and the progressive 

transformation. Visit our Fotki 

gallery for more pho-

tos.     http://public.fotki.com/

pta/newnationalptabuilding/ 

County Council PTA Information ñwww.pccpta.org  

National PTA Information ñwww.pta.org   
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volvement can make a dif-

ference.  On this site you 

can also meet your elected 

officials, find government 

agencies, and search issues 

and legislation.   Visit the 

CapWiz Website today by 

following this link: 

Stay Alert!  

Want to make a difference 

in every childõs life? If so, 

visit the Florida PTA Cap-

Wiz website daily, view the 

current Action Alerts (if 

any) or click the Action E-

List to see how your in-

http://www.floridapta.org/

CapWiz.html 

Florida PTA Information ñwww.floridapta.org  

partnered with the PTA to 

offer you special discounts.  

You can also visit our website 

for the most current list at 

h t t p : / /w ww .h lep t a . co m/?

page_id=387. Remember, when 

visiting the businesses on the 

list, please show them your 

current 2010-2011 PTA Mem-

bership card to take advantage 
of the discount! 

 

The National PTA offers sev-

eral additional benefits.  Visit 

h t t p : / / w w w . p t a . o r g /

local_leader/1981.htm to view 

these added benefits! 

Member Benefits!  

The Pinellas County Council 

PTA has been working dili-

gently to provide its members 

wonderful benefits.  By becom-

ing a PTA member, you are 

able to receive these benefits 

t o o !  P l e a s e  v i s i t 

www.pccpta.org for current 

Pinellas County Council PTA 

information and to download 

your copy of the Membership 

Benefits.  The list continues to 

grow so please check back 

often for the most current 

Pinellas businesses that have 

Donõt forget that Highland 

Lakes is offering a HLE PTA 

Coupon Book and a Discount 

Card for a limited time! 

 

What are you waiting for? Be-

come a member today! 

 

 

 
 

 

òOURó NEW HOME 

 
Recently my family and I 

had the privilege to 

vacation in our Nation's 

Capital and one of the 

many places we visited  

was the new home for 

the National PTA.  The 

reason I demanded we 

stop was because I 

wanted to take my own 

picture of a building I 

will soon own a piece of 

and perhaps you can 

too! Stay tuned for de-

tails. 

http://public.fotki.com/pta/newnationalptabuilding/
http://public.fotki.com/pta/newnationalptabuilding/
http://www.floridapta.org/CapWiz.html
http://www.floridapta.org/CapWiz.html
http://www.hlepta.com/?page_id=387
http://www.hlepta.com/?page_id=387
http://www.pta.org/local_leader/1981.htm
http://www.pta.org/local_leader/1981.htm

